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    The MUSEUMS EXCURSION on Oct.11 has a few openings. See Presidentôs Message, Page 2   

         Following several trial runs in recent months, the 

SCRPA Board of Directors is launching a new program, 

offering free tours twice monthly of the two cabooses on 

display at the Fullerton Train Station house tracks. 

      The tours will be hosted by members of our Railroad 

Operations Committee (R0C), which has devoted at least 

one Saturday a month ð often more ð since 2011, to a 

dedicated interior refurbishing of the two vintage cars.  

      Weôll offer guided tours to rail fans and the general 

community from 9 a.m. to noon on the first and third Satur-

day of each month, beginning in January 2015.  

       ñThe railroads were a major part of the building of 

Fullerton and Southern California.  We want to show the 

public a part of railroading that isnôt seen much any more 

and that a lot of people donôt know much about,ò said Stu 

Proctor, ROC Chairman. 

       During an initial test of the program on September 6, 

board members and ROC volunteers decided to showcase 

the three beautiful historic cabooses, including a privately 

owned car, displayed on the house tracks at the east end of 

the depot.   .         

 Free Saturday caboose       

    tours will be offered      

         twice monthly   

Photo by Stu Proctor 

Rail fans of all ages took part in the initial caboose  tours 

on September 6 at the Fullerton Train Station.    

By Dennis White, Vice President  

See ñToursò on Page 2 
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Southern California Railway Plaza Assn. 

Our Vision Is 
Promotion of educational programs, activities, 
and venues for people of all ages, dedicated to 
the preservation of the rail heritage of Southern 
California. 

Our Mission Is 
Education of the public, providing an historical 
insight into the numerous contributions that rail-
roads have made to the development and growth 
of Southern California from the 19th century for-
ward. 

Our Goals Are 
¶ Successful development of the Southern Cali-

fornia Railroad Experience 
¶ Production of the annual Railroad Days and 
Childrenôs Rail Safety Poster Contest com-
munity events 

¶ Sponsorship of historical research and mod-
eling of significant sites and structures, publi-
cation of the Hot Rail! newsletter, and presen-
tation of quarterly dinners and speakers on 
topics of member interest 

The SCRX Vision Is 
To be the premier destination for presenting the 
spirit of Southern California through its railroad 
heritage. 

The SCRX Mission Is 
To provide, through our ideas, exhibitions, and 
programs, engaging educational and entertaining 
experiences to Southern California residents and 
visitors. 

The SCRX Goals Are 
To fulfill the Vision and Mission by developing 
and presenting programs that capture the spirit of 
Southern California through its railroad heritage 
and by partnering with governmental and private 
entities to create an experiential destination. 

 
Presidentės message 
      Fall has arrived and the heat has subsided (whew!).  

     Our all-day Train Museums Excursion on October 11 has avail-

able space on the bus. If you are still interested, let us know. The 

cost is $65 per person and lunch selection is required. For details, 

see www.scrpa.net/whatôsnew. The news box has a link to the 

RSVP form with contact info.      

      Planning is under way for Railroad Days 2015 in Fullerton, 

under the direction of Chairman Jeff Schulze and his committee. 

They are anticipating everyoneôs participation and help. There are 

already commitments from several of our past vendors, featured 

participants and equipment providers for the coming yearôs event.  

     We will keep you posted as more information becomes avail-

able. 

     SCRPA has been in contact with the city of Fullerton about a 

possible display site within the city. Meetings have been held with 

Fullerton staff and City Council members. We will have an update 

at the October 15 Quarterly Dinner Meeting. Conceptual drawings 

will be available for viewing -- with strong emphasis on 

ñconceptual.ò  

      And a quick reminder ï SCRPA membership renewals for 

2015 are just around the corner. With a possible venue on the hori-

zon and positive input that has been received to date, your contin-

ued involvement and timely membership renewal are greatly ap-

preciated.               

                                                                           -- Harold Benash      

  

       The two vintage cabooses were opened for tours. A pop-up 

tent was erected at the west compound entrance, and a sandwich 

board placed near the Santa Fe Café directed visitors to our ca-

booses. 

       Caboose data sheets, membership brochures and assorted past 

issues of the Hot Rail newsletter were available for interested visi-

tors. 

      We also provided those who toured with doughnuts and re-

freshing beverages on the 100-plus degree day.            

      The response was small but constant, and our expected one-

hour show stretched to three hours. If not for the heat, the open 

house could have lasted well into the afternoon.  

       We had 34 visitors in all ï including folks from Atlantic, 

Iowa; Chicago, Phoenix, Seattle and Anaheim, Buena Park, Fuller-

ton and San Diego.  

       None of the visitors had any idea the cabooses were at the 

Fullerton Depot and were pleasantly surprised at the opportunity to 

stop and explore the cars.  

       Later in the fall, we will send press releases and advertise our 

tours ï in the local media, at neighborhood businesses and through 

the school district -- and our visitor count should be substantially 

higher. Check  www.scrpa.net for the scheduled dates and more 

details.   

      Our Quarterly Membersô Dinner Meeting will include up-

dates on events happening this fall. 

       So plan to join us for the fall get-together, beginning with 

dinner at 6 p.m. Wednesday, Oct. 15 at the Sizzler restaurant, 

1401 N. Harbor Boulevard in Fullerton.   

      Members and guests will again order and pay independently 

for their meals. Prices range from $7 to $23, plus beverages ï 

with daily specials and a senior discount available. 

       No RSVPs are required. See you there! 

Fall Dinner Meeting set for Oct. 15  

ñToursò from Page 1 

See related story on the two cabooses, Page 5.  

http://www.scrpa.net/what'snew
http://www.scrpa.net
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SCRPA Movie Night presents a rail -themed  

Agatha Christie murder mystery  
 
        

 

     The free Members Ret-

rospective Film Series will 

finish 2014 with the full-

length thriller, ñMurder, 

She Saidò (1961) on Octo-

ber 18 at the Fullerton Mu-

seum Center, 301 N. 

Pomona Ave. 

     We will begin at 6 p.m. 

with a wine tasting on the 

museum patio, sponsored 

by brothers Alan and An-

drew Wiles.  

     At 6:30, weôll move 

inside to the auditorium, 

where we will enjoy an 

award-winning short sub-

ject on snow removal from 

British railways.  

    Weôll  follow with the 

main attraction, ñMurder, 

She Said,ò a murder mys-

tery film directed by 

George Pollock, based on 

the novel ñ4:50 from Pad-

dingtonò by Agatha 

Christie.     

     The production starred 

Margaret Rutherford as 

Miss Marple, along with 

Arthur Kennedy and 

Muriel Pavlow, and fea-

tured Rutherford's real-life 

husband, Stringer Davis. 

     The story begins with Miss Marple passing by on a dif-

ferent train, when she witnesses the strangling of a young 

woman in the opposite carriage.  

      The local police dismiss her story as the ramblings of a 

senile and bored old woman.  

     So, undaunted, she conducts her own investigation, and 

comes to the conclusion that the body must be buried on 

the grounds of Acken-

thorpe Hall, which ad-

joins the railway line. 

     Wheedling her way 

into a job as housemaid 

there, Marple copes 

with the pompous 

machinations of her 

difficult employer, Lu-

ther Ackenthorpe 

(James Robertson Jus-

tice).  

     Thus she can search 

for the mysterious 

corpse, and eventually 

finds it while suppos-

edly practicing her golf 

shots. 

     As she starts collect-

ing suspects, accompa-

nied by her long-

suffering companion 

Jim Stringer (Stringer 

Davis), Miss Marple 

finds herself faced with 

an increasingly devious 

and resourceful killer, 

who begins casting his 

shadow over Acken-

thorpe's heirs. 

     Despite Christie's 

dislike of this adapta-

tion, ñMurder, She 

Saidò received a posi-

tive response from critics and maintains an 83% approval 

rating on Rotten Tomatoes.  

     Almar Halfidason, a critic for the BBC film website, 

awarded the picture four stars out of a possible five, calling 

it "delightfully dotty" and "fun."     

By Dennis White, Movie Night Chair  
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Read the Hot Rail! in a color PDF and check out SCRPA announcements at www.scrpa.net .  

Oct. 11            SCRPA Fall Excursion to Train Museums 
                          9 a.m. Depart Fullerton Train Station, 
                          by bus, return about 5 p.m.  
                          RSVP & $65/person  
                          
Oct. 13             SCRPA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at  
                          St. Paul Lutheran Church, 111 W.  
                          Las Palmas Drive, Fullerton 
  
Oct. 15             SCRPA Quarterly Dinner & Members  
                          Meeting, 6 p.m., Sizzler, 1401 N.  
                          Harbor Blvd., Fullerton 
  
Oct. 18              ROC Work Party, 9 a.m. 
                           Cabooses, Fullerton Train Station 
  
Oct. 18              Movie Night * άaǳǊŘŜǊΣ {ƘŜ {ŀƛŘΣέ 
                           (1961), 6 p.m., Wine Tasting, Fullerton  
                           Museum Center, 301 N. Pomona Ave.  
 
  

Oct. 28              H&MC / ROC Meeting, 7 p.m., at  
                            St. Paul Lutheran Church, 111 W.  
                            Las Palmas Drive, Fullerton   
 
Nov. 10             SCRPA Board Meeting, 7 p.m., at 
                           St. Paul Lutheran Church, 111 W.  
                           Las Palmas Drive, Fullerton 
 
Nov. 15             ROC Work Party, 9 a.m. Cabooses,  
                            Fullerton Train Station 
 
Nov. 25             H&MC / ROC Meeting, 7 p.m., at  
                           St. Paul Lutheran Church, 111 W.  
                           Las Palmas Drive, Fullerton 
 
5ŜŎΦ му              {/wt! ƻǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ YƴƻǘǘΩǎ .ŜǊǊȅ CŀǊƳΣ  
                            8039 Beach Blvd., Buena Park 
                            Meet at 9:15 a.m. at entrance for  
                            guided tours; free admission. Includes  
                            ƭǳƴŎƘ ŀǘ aǊǎΦ YƴƻǘǘΩǎ /ƘƛŎƪŜƴ 5ƛƴƴŜǊ 
                            Restaurant; $21 per person  

 2014 CALENDAR  

       

       A 2015 Railroad Safety Poster 

Contest committee planning meeting 

was held in August. To avoid the de-

lays we encountered last year, the 

committee will meet this fall with the 

Fullerton School District representa-

tives to coordinate distributing contest 

notices and collecting entries for our 

17th annual competition.  

      As the districtôs spring break is 

scheduled the week of March 23-27, 

2015, the poster contest material 

needs to be given to the students by 

March 20.  

       The six citywide winning students 

will be announced, and their posters 

will be displayed at Railroad Days 

2015 on May 2&3 at the Fullerton 

Train Station.  

    After Railroad Days, all of the  

 

posters submitted by the schools will be dis-

played at the Fullerton Library from May 4-

22, 2015.  

       SCRPA appreciates the support of the 

Fullerton Rotary Club and Amtrak ®, which 

provide the awards for the citywide winners, 

including cash prizes and passes for train 

trips. 

        The committee is also looking for addi-

tional sponsors to off-set the costs charged 

by the school district for printing the fliers 

for more than 10,000 students, plus notices 

to all kindergarten to sixth-grade teachers.               

               -- Mary Proctor, Co -Chairman  

* Dates and movie titles subject to change. Check www.scrpa.net for full calendar and updates    .  

Plans underway for 2015 Railroad Safety Poster Contest  

At left, two students display their 2014 

Railroad Safety Poster Contest entries 

during the Fullerton School Board 

awards presentation in May.  

http://www.scrpa.net

